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Hands that Serve, Hearts that Care 

Brothers and Sisters, it is time to thank each one of you who posted summer photos celebrating and 

recognizing patriotic holidays on #AuxiliaryPatriotism. Since the start up we have more than 5,000 

posts. This is one topic you should talk about at each Auxiliary meeting. I am extremely proud to see 

what you do to promote Americanism and Patriotism in your Auxiliaries. Please continue to tag and 

share these special moments on social media. 

Several patriotic days are approaching when we want to remember to fly the Flag: 

• U.S. Navy Birthday     October 13, 1775 

• U.S. Marine Corps Birthday  November 10, 1775 

• Veterans Day    November 11 

• Pearl Harbor Day    December 7 

• U.S. Army National Guard Birthday  December 13, 1636 

• U.S. Space Force Birthday   December 20, 2019 
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Other Holidays and Days of Recognition: 

❖ Enduring Freedom – October 9   Columbus Day – October 10 

❖ Women in Military Service – October 18  Beirut Bombing – October 23 

❖ Election Day – November 7   Thanksgiving Day – November 24 

❖ Wreaths Across America – December 17           Hanukkah – December 18 

❖ Christmas Day – December 25                                                                                               

                      

   

 

The American’s Creed 

I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people, for the 

people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a republic, 

a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect Union, one and inseparable; established upon 

those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed 

their lives and fortunes. 

I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it; to support its Constitution; to obey its laws; to 

respect its flag; and to defend it against all enemies. -William Tyler Page. 

                                                               

Patriotic Instructor 

Let us be ever mindful of our duties as members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

Auxiliary, to see that our Flag is never desecrated and to teach the people of our land what this 

means and to see that all are instructed in the pledge to the Flag. 

Pledge of Allegiance  

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, 
one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation: Patriotic Instructor All Levels                             

The Patriotic Instructor shall see that the room is in keeping with the Ritual and shall instruct the 

members in the proper use of and salute to the Flag. They shall also maintain a record of all patriotic 

days and initiate Programs for their proper observance and perform such other duties as the 

President may require. (Refer to Article VIII, Sec. 820)  

• The Patriotic Instructor may carry the Patriotic Instructor Flag in events and parades.  

• Each Auxiliary may have a Patriotic Instructor’s Flag, four Color Bearer Flags, Flag and Banner 

Bearer Flag and stands for each. The Flag Bearer Flag is 2’ x 3’, and the Patriotic Instructor’s Flag is 

3’ x 5’.  

• The Patriotic Instructor’s Flag shall be placed on the floor level at all times and to the RIGHT of the 

presiding Officer, between the President’s and Secretary’s stations.  

• A POW/MIA Flag may be posted prior to the meeting. (Refer to the Ritual, General Instructions.)  

• Members of the Auxiliary shall rise and salute the Flag by placing the palm of the right hand flat over 

the heart or use the Military Salute if a veteran.  

• When Taps is played, all present shall stand, face the Flag and salute (if able). 

 • When the Flag is displayed and the National Anthem is played and/or sung, all present shall stand, 

face the Flag and salute (if able).  

• When the Flag is not displayed and the National Anthem is played and/or sung, all present shall 

stand, face the music and salute (if able).  

• Review and keep one copy of “Understanding Auxiliary Traditions,” available at 

vfwauxiliary.org/resources.  

[NOTE: Patriotic Instructor and Americanism/Loyalty Day in some cases have been one member 

appointed by the President.]  

Color Bearers, Flag Bearers & Banner Bearers All Levels  

The Color Bearers, Flag and Banner Bearers shall have charge of the Colors and banner and perform 

such other duties as the Ritual or President may require. (Refer to Article VII, Sec. 821, and the 

Ritual.)  

• Each Auxiliary may have a Patriotic Instructor’s Flag, four Color Bearer Flags, Flag and Banner 

Bearer Flag and stands for each. The Flag Bearer Flag is 2’ x 3’, and the Patriotic Instructor’s Flag is 

3’ x 5’.  

• The Color Bearers Flags shall be held at attention with the right hand holding the top of the pole and 

the left hand holding the bottom of the pole with the arm across the waist. (Refer to the Ritual, 

General Instructions, Diagram 2)  

• The Color Bearers carrying the Flags DO NOT sing the National Anthem or recite the pledge to the 

Flag. (Refer to Ritual, Page 4) They always place the Flags in stands before sitting down. Stands 

must be placed at the right of the Color Bearers chairs. (Refer to Ritual, Floor Plan 1) While seated, 

Color Bearers shall sit at attention with feet on the floor.  

• When Officers (including the Color Bearers, Flag Bearer, and Banner Bearer) vacate their stations, 

but remain in the room, the chair does not have to be filled by another member. 


